STEP-BY-STEP TUNING

1. Play the 6th string with a left hand finger behind the 5th fret. The note should be the same as the 5th string played open (i.e. with no left hand finger on it). If not the same adjust the 5th string (not the 6th).

2. Now play the 5th string at the 5th fret. It should be the same as the 4th string open. If not, adjust the 4th string.

3. Follow the same steps, playing the 4th string at the 5th fret to obtain the sound for the 3rd string open. Adjust the 3rd string if necessary.

4. Now there is a slight change in procedure. The 3rd string must be played at the 4th fret (not the 5th) to give the same sound as the 2nd string. Adjust the 2nd string if necessary.

5. Finally play the 2nd string at the 5th fret to obtain the sound for the 1st string.

The above procedure is known as relative tuning, each string being tuned in relation to its neighbor. When the relationships are understood and have been practiced a few times, it only becomes necessary to have the pitch for one string, since the others can be tuned to it.

If you do not have a piano available to find your pitch, all music stores can provide a pitch pipe, tuning fork or electronic tuning device to establish the correct pitch.

I recommend using a pitch pipe or tuning fork. This allows you, the student, to develop an ear for tuning your guitar based on one pitch. This is not to say electronic tuner are discouraged. These are great tools for tuning quick especially when you have a gig and your guitar has become flat from the drive to the venue.

SPECIAL TUNING TIPS

1. A very small turn of the tuning key may not be sufficient to change the pitch of the string, due to the play in mechanism. A reasonably positive movement must be made.

2. If a string is minutely high in pitch, it may be brought down the necessary fraction by stretching it with the right hand. This is done by taking hold of the string and giving it a twist as if turning a handle.

3. The stretching procedure described above is particularly useful in taking the slack out of new strings. Otherwise new strings have to be constantly tuned since they keep going down when played.

If you still have problems after working through the above steps, do not hesitate to seek the help of a musical friend, a music shop, or myself. I am always available via email as well as telephone during the day. Any staff at a guitar shop will be more then willing to help especially when demonstration can be most helpful. Now, as a quick check before continuing, answer the following questions.

1. What is an open string?

2. What is relative tuning?

3. Which string must be sounded at the 4th 

4. Why do new strings need to be stretch?

